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Italy is different to other Mediterranean countries, she
juts out, just like a pier, into the Mediterranean, which washes
all her shores. Our liberty and our existence depend on the
goodwill of the Power that holds the gates of Gibraltar and Suez
and has seized Malta and Cyprus, not so much to satisfy the
needs of her people, but to fiilfil her Imperialistic ambition.
If the Power that holds these gates closed them as a sudden act
of hostility, 40,000,000 people would starve in a few weeks,
deprived of their cereals, coal, oil, iron, and other commodities
necessary to the life of a civilized race. The Mediterranean is of
vital importance to Italy. The actions and aims of the Italian
Government and people are not dictated by Imperialistic
ambition or by national egotism like those of other countries
greater in extent and strategically more secure than themselves.
No, they are the outcome of the necessity of ensuring the political
and economic life of our people, of guaranteeing to them liberty
of action and of providing suitable outlets for their rapidly
increasing numbers and for their manufactures. Possibly a
peaceful solution to this question may be found by a careful
study of it in the light of present political circumstances,
The exact wording of the last sentence may repay
careful consideration ; the speaker did not say 6will'3 or
'should', or 'can', he said 'possibly may be5.
The Italian naval bases are a threat to the British
Mediterranean routes. Those in Sardinia and Sicily, like
that of France at Oran, flank the route to India ; submarines
could be based on them. Another point at which the British
are vulnerable is the passage between Sicily and the coast
of Africa, through which ships trading with India pass :
it is only 100 miles wide and, being the shallowest part of the
Mediterranean, could be mined.
The historical fact that the Mediterranean was a Roman
lake has led the Italians to think that they have an
inherent right to control it, and they have come to speak
of it as 'il mare nostro'. This obsession is not unnatural
in view of the paramount importance of the Mediterranean
to them, but it is of equal importance to both France and
England. The struggle for the mastery of it is, in fact, a
three-cornered duel.
CanaL
The Suez Canal is of more importance to England than
anything else in the Mediterranean.  It means more to

